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WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to v\Ahich said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claim1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Watanable et al (EP 435276) in view of Lin (USPN 5.764.263). 

With respect to claims 1.12 and 22. Lin discloses an apparatus and a method of 
providing information on a backside of photographic media comprising: 

• Inserting photographic media into a photographic printer (Column 9: line 
61-67) 

• Printing an image onto a frontside of the photographic media (fig.2: 
element 12. 14) 

• Backprinting information onto a backside of the media by positioning a 
printehad in a printing position and directing ink from the printhead onto a 
backside of the media printhead is adapted to provide at least 
alphanumeric information on the backside of said media (Column 7: line 
49-65. Fig.2: element 28. 29). 
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However, Lin fails to teach that the movable ink jet printhead which is movable 
between at least a printing position a priming position where the printhead is 
pressurized to force a stream of ink through discharge jets of the printhead, an 
enclosure, wiper pad, ink tray, absorbent material, rotating/pivoting device. 

Watanable discloses: 

• A movable ink jet printhead which is movable between at least a printing 
position a priming position where the printhead is pressurized to force a 
stream of ink through discharge jets of the printhead (fig. 3, 4,8: element 8) 

• An enclosure (fig.4: element 10) having an opening positioned so as to 
face the discharge jets of said printhead when said printhead is in said 
priming position, said enclosure being adapted to catch the stream of ink 
that is forced through the discharge jets of the printhead. 

• a wiper pad (Fig.4: Element 13) is positioned at an end of a wall of said 
enclosure, said wiper pad being adapted to wipe a discharge jet end of 
said printhead (element 8) when said printhead moves from said priming 
position to said printing position so as to remove excess ink from said 
printhead (fig. 8). 

• a removable ink tray, wherein said printhead and said enclosure are 
mounted on said ink tray and said ink tray is movable between a non- 
operative position located partially outside of said printing apparatus and 
an operative positive located within said printing apparatus (element 10, 
Abstract). 
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• an absorbent material (fig.4: element 102) is provided on a surface of said 
ink tray and within said enclosure. 

• wiper pad is formed from a material which has little or no loose fibers 
(Column 10: line 15-16). 

• printhead is provided on a rotary moving device which is adapted to rotate 
the printhead between said printing position and said priming 
position/printhead is mounted on a pivoting device which is adapted to 
pivot said printhead between said printing position and said priming 
position (Fig. 3,4: element 8, 9). . 

• rotary moving device has a center of rotation (element 9) which causes 
the printhead to translate away from media as soon as rotary motion of 
said printhead is initiated and pivoting device is adapted to cause the 
printhead to translate away from the media as soon as a pivoting motion 
of said printhead is initiated (fig. 8: element 8, 9). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to move the print head to a priming position by rotating or pivoting 
mechanism and the movable ink tray as taught by Wanatable et al. The motivation of 
doing so is to easily replacable without the liability of introducing of the foreign matter or 
without the necessity for the high accuracy positioning, by which the stabilized and 
ensured recording operations are maintained with a simple structure and a t a low cost. 
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Conclusion 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ly T. TRAN whose telephone number is 571-272-2155. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30am-5pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Meier can be reached on 571-272-2149. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
LT 
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